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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE PDF-WG-DLG MEETING

April 14, 2011, LuzViMinda Rooms, WB, Taipan Place

· UPDATE OF PDF HELD ON FEBRUARY 26, 2011

Ms. Yan Zhang discussed the update from the PDF held on Feb.26. This year’s theme was on Pres. Aquino’s Social Contract to achieve inclusive growth. It included 4 presentations: the PDP from NEDA, from the PDF clusters: Governance, Human Development and Economy.

Sec. Abad was able to give the presentation on Governance and Security cluster highlighting the aspects of transparency, accountability and inclusiveness.

On Transparency: close monitoring of LGU compliance to Government policies on info disclosure, anti-red tape. LGU Performance Challenge Fund was mentioned as pivotal part of transparency agenda.

On Accountability: He talked on revenue generation, financing access, ties and linkages and better government planning.

On Inclusiveness: Capacitating CSOs and stakeholders, to serve as check and balance against corruption, specifically in procurement, social audit, and as an oversight in PPP integrity pact.

Development partners praised the effort that the government is putting together in PCF. Bert Hoffman of World Bank expressed support to the Decentralization agenda and other development partners pledged support to the implementation of the PCF.

Pres. Aquino mentioned the importance of a convergence strategy on programs of social protection, poverty alleviation, healthcare, education, and rural development programs. He highlighted initiatives on performance based grants, PCF, and the PPP agenda.

Ms. Zhang mentioned that in the big PDF there were suggestions that the development partners rotate the convenorship of the Working Groups. It was mentioned that the DOF said development partners must coordinate among themselves to suggest the co-convenorship on the proposed WG and Sub-WG.

· UPDATES ON PDF-WG WORK PLAN
The following are the projects which needs donor support:

1. Rationalization of fiscal incentives proposed by DOF-BLGF, but will not be  able to discuss the proposal;

2. Strengthening LGU Project Capacity Development;

3. Institutionalization of Public Disclosure;

4. Strengthening LGU Planning and Budgeting capacity, on Evaluation of LGU compliance to the JMC 2007-1;

5. Strengthening LGU budget transparency and accountability;

6. Encouraging Public-Private Partnerships (PPP);

7. Capacitating LGU to Climate proofed local infrastructure.

Brenda Candries of EU commented on the Work Plan, she asked the body on how to take this forward and what are the next steps if partners would like to support a program so as not to duplicate efforts. She asked whether these projects are simply ideas or if there are prepared project concept notes.

· UPDATE ON THE PDF WG-DLG ACTIVITIES
· DIALOG Trust Fund

Ms. Deeda Gonzales discussed the DIALOG TRUST FUND. The DIALOG TF was initially funded by CIDA, AUSaid, and was WB implemented. It is governed by the FMOC composed of the Convenors, Representative of the leagues, BLGF, contributing donor and non-contributing donor rep. It is a mechanism to provide support that individual donors cannot support by themselves. The NEO implementation was the first project and the next steps for the DIALOG Fund: identify the next activities to be supported to be culled out from the workplan that has been finalized and adopted.
· Strengthening BPLS in the Philippines

Dir. Marivel Sacendoncillo discussed to the body the updates and status of the BPLS in the Philippines. She gave focus on the Accomplishments, Issues and Concerns, Proposed Program for 2011.

Dr. Mayer of GIZ gave additional updates on the BPLS. He informed the body that procedures in the BPLS was standardized to 5 steps, 1 form, 1 signature. He said that what is not standardized is on what computer programs one could use to capture data, print receipts, calculate tax and fee payments.

· JMC on SMV and Idle Land Tax

Niño Alvina, a representative from the DOF, presented the updates on JMC 2010-001 and JMC 2010-002, on the Schedule of Market Values and Idle Land Tax, respectively.

· CSO PARTICIPATION IN THE WORKING GROUP

Ms. Deeda Gonzales presented a listing of NGO networks & other CSOs vis-à-vis the WG work plan 2011-12. This list can serve as a guide for inviting participants to WG meetings 

In Dec. 6 mtg., emerging consensus that CSO participation into the WG be decided on the basis of issues in the agenda, as opposed to permanent membership by a CSO representative

The chair expressed their opinion that invitation should be at NGO network level considering the magnitude of issues that the WG is discussing.

Atty. Camacho suggested that the academe be represented in the WG, such as the Association on Local Colleges and Universities (ALCU), its current president being the University of Marikina. Also, she suggested that the Philippine Consortium on Local Governance which ULAP chairs become a member of the WG.

· NEXT STEPS

Yan Zhang informed the body that for those who have yet to present the proposals seeking assistance in future presentations they must highlight the rationale, target beneficiaries, comparative advantage of the components as an institutions compared to other institutions.  There will be a meeting called of similar nature wherein remaining proposals will be discussed.

On the Proposed PDF Thematic area discussion per WG meeting

AD Anna informed the body that in view of comprehensive workplan, we propose that during WG meetings we will focus on specific development agenda for harmonized and related discussion on specific activities even the updates on the said programs.

A quarterly meeting is proposed but meetings can be called often as necessary. 
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