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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE PDF-WG-DLG MEETING

December 6, 2010, 2010, LuzViMinda Rooms, WB, Taipan Place
· The working group adopted the proposal for the three thematic areas to replace the current four.  Dr. Herwig Mayer of GIZ asked, however, for more time to study the re-mapping of the activities under the three new thematic areas and how GIZ’s initiatives can be aligned with the new themes.

· The core group requested the secretariat for a detailed matrix of projects and activities classified according to the new themes and attendant outcomes and its status (new, on-going & completed/funded, and unfunded).   Ms. May Wong of CIDA suggested that the secretariat can build on the Asian Development Bank’s donor’s matrix.  Mr. Sam Chittick of AusAid asked that the matrix include the implications of on-going or almost completed projects.   The core group supported the secretariat’s proposal for a workshop to review and finalize the work plan in January 2011.
· Mr. Rommel Martinez of LMP suggested that the core group undertake measures to safeguard decentralization efforts given the legislative bills calling for a re-centralization of some sectoral functions.  Usec Austere Panadero agreed that there should be a stronger lobby to oppose such efforts and offered the WG’s assistance should the Leagues decide to advocate against it.
· On  the issue of determining boundaries and resolving boundary disputes,  USec Panadero asked the Leagues for their position and views on a constructive way forward.

· Mr. Alex Raoul Villano of LPP raised the issue of developmental loans being offered to LGUs at commercial rates.  Ms. Flery Chan of JICA, Dr. Mayer (GIZ), and Ms. Yan Zhang of World Bank supported the proposal that the issue be reviewed and possibly discussed at the annual PDF meeting.  USec Panadero said DILG had already written DOF regarding the matter and encouraged the Leagues to likewise discuss it with the DOF. 
· On the Performance Challenge Fund (PCF), USec Panadero requested the Leagues’ cooperation to help the awarded LGUs  to deliver as their efforts will be showcased.  

· On the 2010 Newly Elected Officials (NEO) Program funded under the Decentralization and Local Government (DIALOG) Trust Fund, Martinez (LMP) announced that it was able to train 359 out of 455 NEOs.  Mr. Villano (LPP) asked whether the DIALOG TF will continue to finance the NEO Program in the future.  Panadero and Wong (CIDA) said this would partly depend on the evaluation of the program.  Regarding possible next activities to be supported by the TF, Mr. Chittick (AusAid) opined that the third party validation of the Local Government Performance Monitoring System may be a project worth funding.
· On the proposal to invite Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) into the WG DLG, the core group requested the secretariat to classify major CSOs according to the thematic areas.  Preliminarily, USec Panadero said that it may be better that a CSO be invited according to the issues in the agenda and that the level of CSO to be invited be a network of CSOs (secondary and tertiary levels), as opposed to the primary level.     

· Ms. Chan (JICA) requested that details of the work plan be uploaded in the website.  Zhang (World Bank) supported the idea and said that completed studies should also be available on-line.
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