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HIGHLIGHTS OF PDF-WG WORKSHOP ON THE WORKPLAN FOR CY 2011-2012 
AND AGREEMENT ON THE KEY MESSAGES FOR THE PDF 
February 8-9, 2011, One Tagaytay Place, Tagaytay City

Highlights

In preparation for the annual and the first Philippine Development Forum (PDF) under the Aquino Administration, the Working Group (WG) on Decentralization and Local Government held a Consultation Workshop last 8-9 February 2011. This workshop has been part of the usual process of the Working Group to organize the key messages to the PDF. This year’s objectives were a) to finalize and adopt the 2011-2012 Work Plan and b) to formulate the Key Message to the PDF scheduled on 26 February 2011 with the Theme of Implementing President Aquino’s Social Contract to Achieve Inclusive Growth. 
Day 1 was focused on the Finalization of the Work Plan. The Work Plan was discussed in a workshop based on the Development Agenda: a) Improving Fiscal Autonomy for Local Development, b) Promoting Good Local Governance; and c) Accelerating Local Economic and Sustainable Development. 

Day 2 was a presentation of key issues and messages by the resource persons based on the Proposed Program of the PDF and in relation to the Philippine Development Plan (PDP).  Addressing Macroeconomic Challenges to Inclusive Growth was presented by Raymund Fabre, Enhancing Competitiveness for Inclusive Growth by Marife Ballesteros, Strengthening Social Services and Protection for Inclusive Growth by Gilbert Llanto, and Pursuing Good Governance for Inclusive Growth by Joel Pagsanghan. 

Next Steps:

1. As agreed in Day 1, the Secretariat shall circulate the revised Work Plan for comments by the members on 10 February 2011. The members shall submit by 14 February 2011.

2. After the open forum the Consultants were to draft position papers according to the following:
2.1 Part I will be a narrative of the Work Plan as it relates to the Cabinet clusters. Maximum of 1 page per cluster.

· Economic Development by Raymund and Marife

· Human Development by Gilbert

· Governance & Security by Joel – With Governance defined as in the PDP

2.2 Part II will be the Message of the Key Decentralization and Local Government Issues as discussed during Day 2 of our workshop [still relating to the Cabinet clusters]. Maximum of 1 page per cluster.

· The paper should be consistent with the framework of the PDP & should exclude issues & recommendations that are unambiguously already being addressed  in the work plan. 
· The outline will be             A. Assessments

B. Policy Gaps

C. Recommendations

2.3 To reiterate, the 4 key issues raised during day 2 of the workshop that are NOT part of the Work Plan are as follows:

· Review of fiscal decentralization framework and implementation of critical reforms (including expenditure assignments, revenue assignments, intergovernmental fiscal transfers, and sub-national borrowing)
· Policy Conflicts (National Laws and NGA directives vs. Local Ordinances); NGAs not relating to LGUs – one policy recommendation given during the Open Forum was that NGAs should consult w/ LGUs & CSOs in the area before formalizing & implementing programs within LGU jurisdictions

· CSO Participation in Local Governance

· Insufficient dissemination of models of excellence - Who is the Champion? Who will lead the sustainability efforts? – one recommendation was for a trust fund (across donors) to bring innovations to scale

· Government champions for decentralization reforms

3. The secretariat should receive a maximum of 6 pages (2 pages from each consultant) by the deadline on 16 February 2011, 9am.  
4. The Secretariat will consolidate all the papers and will meet with Usec. Panadero and Ms. Yan Zhang on 16 February 2011, 2pm at the World Bank.

The Workshop ended by 12 noon. 
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